Occupational non-melanoma skin cancer.
Non-melanoma skin cancer is historically known to be associated with certain professions. Reporting is mandatory in Denmark when occupational exposure is suspected. In a retrospective register-based study of all cases of suspected occupational non-melanoma skin cancer reported to the Directorate of National Labour Inspection and the National Board of Industrial Injuries in Denmark in the period January 1, 1984 to December 31, 1994, we assessed the extent to which occupational exposures today are of importance in the occurrence of non-melanoma skin cancer. A total of 74 individuals (11 women and 63 men) aged 32-82 years (median 58 years) had been reported. Of these, 15 cases (20%) were approved as being occupational, 37 (50%) were rejected and 22 (30%) were either shelved or could not be further clarified. Most commonly approved were exposures such as asphalt, tar, and the like, and ionizing radiation, and localization on the arms or multiple tumours. Unexpected occupational exposure could not be identified but continued reporting is recommended in order to follow this in the future.